
Tonto Basin Elementary 
School Presents Kiwanis 
an award of 
Appreciation.
In early January 2024, the Tonto 

Basin Kiwanis Club was noti�ied by 
the Elementary School 
Administration of their intent to 
present the club an award for the 
annual KIDS SHOP FREE 
CHRISTMAS EVENT.
The school requested that 

volunteers from the current Kiwanis 
Club to attend opening ceremonies 
at the school gymnasium on January 
18th, 2024. In attendance to accept 
this award from the Tonto Basin 
Elementary School was Bob & Linda 
Zavecz, Billie Menefe and Dee 
Daniels. Before the children went 
back to their classrooms they 
hugged us and said “Have a great 
day”!  It was so heart warming and 
so special, it not only made our day 

but our week and our year! The 
Kiwanis Club really appreciates the 
recognition for the hard work 
required to ful�ill this event.
Every year, just prior to Christmas, 

the Tonto Basin Kiwanis Club 
coordinates with the Elementary 
School Administration to establish 
the day and logistics of the Kids 
Shop Free event. One should take 
note that the Kids Shop Free Event is 
also extended to the Home-Schooled 
children within the community.        
The children arrive at the Kiwanis 

Thrift Store with a list of their family 
members. Each child may select a 
gift free of charge for any individual 
that resides within their household. 
The above noted “family list” assists 
volunteers in helping the younger 
children in their shopping endeavor. 
Revenue generated by the store thru 
out the year is utilized to purchase 
various gift items not normally in 
our inventory. Additionally, stores 

such as ACE Hardware in Phoenix , 
Bass Pro Shop and our own Punkin 
Center Bar & Grill, provided needed 
and appreciated Christmas Gifts.
After the children have ful�illed 

their shopping lists, the items are 
then taken to the Community Center 
where numerous volunteers will 
wrap their Christmas Gifts! The 
volunteers are as excited as the 
children!
Kiwanis coordinates with the 

school to provide transportation of 
one group at a time. After each class 
has completed their Free Christmas 
Shopping trip, they are returned to 
the school with their family gifts 
wrapped and the next class is then 
transported to and from the school. 
This event has been ongoing for 
several years and we hear wonderful 
stories from parents, grandparents 
and siblings about the special gifts 
they remember.

• Mattresses & Box Springs
• Dishwashers
• Direct TV/Dish Satelite equipment
• Old TV’s (only accept �lat screens)
• Large/Heavy Furniture (sofas, 

headboards, desks) or Furniture 
that is broken, faded, torn, stained, 
missing parts

• Exercise Equipment
• Computers (hazardous materials)

ITEMS THE KIWANIS
THRIFT STORE 

DOES NOT ACCEPT:





The true story of Saint Valentine 
is shrouded in historical 
ambiguity, as there were multiple 
individuals named Valentine who 
were martyred during the early 
Christian era. Due to the lack of 
detailed records, it is challenging 
to separate fact from legend. 
However, here is a general 
overview of the historical context 
surrounding Saint Valentine:
Valentine, derived from the Latin 

name Valentinus, was a relatively 
common name in ancient Rome. It 
is believed that at least two 
Christian martyrs named 
Valentine existed, both of whom 

were associated with acts of compassion and love.
One account suggests that Valentine was a priest living 

in Rome in the 3rd century AD. During this time, 
Emperor Claudius II issued a decree banning young men 
from marrying, as he believed that single men made 
better soldiers. Valentine, however, continued to perform 
Christian weddings in secret. When his actions were 
discovered, he was arrested and imprisoned.
While in prison, Valentine is said to have performed 

miracles and healed the daughter of his jailer. Before his 
execution, tradition holds that he wrote a farewell letter 
to the girl, signing it "From your Valentine," thus 
popularizing the phrase.
Another account suggests that Valentine was a bishop in 

Terni, Italy. Like the previously mentioned Valentine, he 
was known for his piety and acts of kindness. He, too, 
was persecuted for his Christian faith and executed 
during the reign of Emperor Aurelian.
The commemoration of Valentine's Day on February 

14th may have originated from the 5th-century efforts of 
Pope Gelasius I, who sought to replace the pagan festival 
of Lupercalia, a fertility celebration, with a Christian feast 
day honoring Saint Valentine.
It is important to note that much of what is known 

about Saint Valentine is based on legends and traditions 
that developed over the centuries. The lack of historical 
documentation makes it challenging to ascertain the 
precise details of his life and martyrdom.
Regardless of the uncertainties surrounding Saint 

Valentine, he has become a symbol of love, compassion, 
and devotion. His association with romantic love has 
made him an enduring �igure connected to the 
celebration of Valentine's Day in popular culture and 
traditions worldwide.

Meetings
Kiwanis Club of Tonto Basin meets 

every Friday at 8am at the 
Kiwanis Community Center.

Bingo
 Bingo is every Thursday, 

doors open at 5:30pm 
and games start at 6:30pm.

Thrift Store
Regular Hours:

Thurs thru Sat. 9am to 2pm
(928) 479-2795

JANUARY 2024 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION



BREATHING MADE RIGHT
~Teri Balaska RN
   Have you heard that how you breath can effect your 

ability to calm you, increase your energy and improve 
your circulation?
It's all related to what we breath through, and how we 

take our breaths.

1. Here's our simple anatomy review:
nose is for breathing mouth is for eating   (except in 
emergencies).

2. Bene�its of nose breathing is that this expands our 

sinuses, increases the amount of nitric oxide which 
boosts blood �low to your lungs raises oxygen level in 
your body, promoting of calmness, relaxes blood 
vessels and enhances endurance.

3. HOW to breath effectively:
breath is  "into your stomach" (called diaphramatic 
breathing) , not your upper chest. 
• Inhale: Expand your stomach.
• Exhale: Contract your stomach.

     Imagine your stomach as a balloon: In�lates when 
breathing in, de�lates when breathing out.
These two steps alone; nose breathing and 

diaphramatic/stomach breathing are two good steps to 
improve your overall health, no matter what condition 
you are in.
I have seen it have a positive effect on atheltes to folks 

with chronic lung conditions. 
Join us at Tonto Basin Public Library every �irst and 

third Saturday from 10-11 AM for Grace�illed Wellness. 
Explore simple tips for improved health and well-being. 
I'll be sharing more ways to make the rest of your life the 
best of your life. See you there!



GUN CREEK
OFFROAD  &  TOW ING

T O N T O  B A S I N - P A Y S O N
 R I M  C O U N T R Y

ACCESSORIES

INSTALLATION

MAINTENANCE

WELDING

TOWING

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

SHOP :
( 480 ) - 7 1 7 -8453

TOWING :
( 928 ) -96 1 - 5 7 36

LOCATED IN TONTO BASIN

Chamber 
Board 

Applicants
Serving as a board 
member allows you to 
contribute to something 
larger than yourself. It 
provides a sense of 
ful�illment and 
satisfaction that comes 
from making a positive 
impact on your 
community. Working 
alongside like-minded 
individuals who share a 
common goal can be 
rewarding and create a 
sense of camaraderie.

It's important to carefully 
consider the time 
commitment and 
responsibilities 
associated with being a 
chamber board member. 
It's recommended to 
thoroughly understand 
the expectations and 
requirements before 
making the commitment.

Contact:
Jeff Daniels or Romaine 
Heap at 1-8334TONTOB



Tonto Basin Community 
Meeting Minutes
January 2, 2024
Supervisor Humphrey opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. He then covered his 
recent activities which included 
attending the Payson Tea Party 
Christmas Dinner, holding a Gisela 
Community Meeting, holding a 
Roosevelt Community Meeting, and 
appearing on KQSS radio at 5:30 PM 
on Monday the 11th of December. 
He will be the guest speaker at the 
Globe Rotary luncheon tomorrow, 
will hold a Roosevelt Community 
Meeting on the 8th and will be on 
KQSS on the 8th at 5:30 PM. 
Walnut Springs Blvd, Walnut 
Canyon Culvert Replacement 
Project
The Board of Supervisors approved 

the request to advertise invitation 
for bids for the Walnut Springs Blvd, 
Walnut Canyon Culvert Replacement 
Project. The project is in Punkin 
Center along Walnut Springs Blvd at 
Walnut Canyon south of Four Peaks 
Road.  
We will be removing the existing 

�ive 36-inch culverts and 
constructing a new two (2) barrel 
10’x6’ concrete box culvert. This will 
include grading, paving, riprap, 

seeding, and other incidental work.
The Department of Forestry and Fire 
Management (DFFM) is funding the 

project in the amount of 
$367,805.82.  The 

remainder is the 
responsibility of 
Gila County. 
The estimated 

cost is 
$382,262.60 as of 

1/31/2023. If 
construction costs 

exceed DFFM funding, the 
County will utilize Transportation 
Excise Tax revenue to fund the 
remaining costs of the project.

Short Term 
Rental 
Ordinance
The recent 

Short Term 
Rental 
Ordinance the 

BOS approved regarding VRBO’s and 
Airbnb’s. This ordinance will allow 
Gila County to permit, regulate and 
enforce vacation rental and short-
term rental uses in the 
unincorporated areas of Gila 
County. The purpose of this 
Ordinance is to protect the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the 
public and of owners and users of 
vacation rental and short-term 
rental properties in the 
unincorporated area of Gila 
County. The adoption of this 
Ordinance is to comply with Arizona 
Revised Statutes § 11-269.17. 
EAC/Gila Pueblo Law Enforcement 
Training Academy
The EAC/Gila Pueblo Law 

Enforcement Training Academy. In 
May of 2023, the Board of 
Supervisors approved an economic 
development grant in the amount of 
$10,000 to The Globe/Miami Gun 
Club, Inc. to fund the improvements 
to the gun range required by Arizona 

Police Of�icers Standards and 
Training (AZPOST) to establish the 
EAC/Gila Pueblo Law Enforcement 
Training Academy. That economic 
development grant was funded 
through Supervisor Humphrey's 
(District 2) constituent funds.
In November of 2023, Lee Kinnard, 

EAC/Gila Pueblo Campus Law 
Enforcement Training Academy 
Coordinator reached out and 
explained some miscommunication 
had occurred regarding the amount 
of funding needed for The Globe/
Miami Gun Club, Inc.  Supervisor 
Humphrey and Chief Walters then 
agreed to split the remaining $7,324 
needed to fully pay for the work 
required at the �irearms range by 
providing an additional $3,662 each.  
The college has not held a training 

academy since 1997 (25 years). The 
college and the local law 
enforcement community believe 
that this academy will be 
tremendously helpful in training and 
retaining the much-needed police 
of�icers and deputies for our local 
communities.  
December community questions
Supervisor Humphrey let residents 

know that county staff is always 
available and willing to assist in any 
situation and will research and 
provide answers to any questions 
the residents have. He stated that 
the residents may not always like the 
answers, but that staff will always 
assist in �inding the answer.  
Supervisor Humphrey said that 
although 3 residents had requested 
a meeting prior to Christmas, with 
the holidays it wasn’t possible to 
assemble staff and set up a meeting 
before our January 2nd community 
meeting. Supervisor Humphrey said 
that the questions Mr. Randall 
submitted at our December meeting 
have all been answered. He told 
residents that if they had speci�ic 
questions that we couldn’t answer at 



our meeting to please write them down and we would 
get the answer for them. 

Community Questions by Residents
1. QUESTION: A resident asked if the County had a 

Dark Sky ordinance. She stated that her friend has 
neighbors that have bright lights on at their home 
24/7.  
ANSWER: Randy responded that we do have a Dark 
Sky ordinance. It states that any light you have on 
should be shielded and the light should not leave 
your property. He said that a shielding rule of thumb 
is if you can see the light bulb, it is not shielded 
properly. Randy asked the resident to provide the 
address of the person so that staff could observe and 
make sure the ordinance was being followed. A 
resident commented that the ordinance sounds 
excessive.

2. QUESTION: A resident then asked if community 
members would be able to have a community walk 
across the bridge prior to it being opened. 
ANSWER: Tom Goodman responded that the bridge 
will be open to traf�ic by mid-May and that the 
county will have a ribbon cutting for the bridge that 
will include the community in June 2024. Tom then 
let residents know that A-Cross will be permanently 
closed next week. A resident asked who made the 
decision to close A-Cross. Tom stated that the 
decision was made by US Fish and Wildlife, Tonto 
National Forest Service and Gila County. The resident 
then stated that they live in North Bay Estates and 
that the closing of A-Cross will block their exit in the 
event of a �ire. Supervisor Humphrey then asked the 
resident to write down their concerns and that he 
would get in touch with Jeremy Plain and discuss 
them. 
A different resident then tried to explain that A-Cross 

is in the lake area and when the lake rises, A-Cross is 
under water. Tom let folks know that 4 of the concrete 
decks on the bridge were poured today. Tom said that 
the bridge is 1996’ long and 503 cubic feet of 
concrete was poured today. 
A resident asked if there was going to be electricity 

on the bridge. Tom responded that there would be no 
electricity and that the bridge would have raised 
re�lectors. A resident asked what �lood level the 
bridge has been designed for. Tom stated that the 

bridge is engineered for a 500-year �lood event. 
Tonto Basin Fire Department 
Information
Chief Stoltenberg of the Tonto 

Basin Fire Department shared that 
the Department was able to adopt 
3 families for the Christmas season 
with help from the community. He 
said that the Department had 

received a grant from the 100 Club that allowed them to 
purchase 2 AED’s and that the Department also received 
a $5,000 grant from APS which will pay for the 
Departments pancake breakfast and school outreach. 
The Department is also under contract with APS to put 
solar arrays over the outdoor parking. The generated 
power will be returned to the grid and the shade 
provided by the panels will help with cooling costs in the 
department. 
A resident let the chief know that the property 

bordering the department was in escrow and that now 
would be a good time to request an easement. The chief 
also said the Department received their rating and is 
rated 66Y which means insurance rates for �ire insurance 
will not go up for the residents. 
~Continued on page 9



Across
1. Need a scratch
5. Zip
9. Elects
14. Big bash
15. Not a dup.
16. That is, in Latin
17. Change for a five
18. A wedding cake may have
three of these
19. Pithy
20. Worldliness
23. Whiz
24. Literary monogram
25. Bovine animals
29. Apians
31. It's cold!
34. Projecting window
35. Beatty Oscar film
36. Dies ___
37. Make urban
40. Aromatic fragrance
41. Theatrical award
42. In shape
43. Sweet suffix
44. Exultation
45. Religious dissent
46. Penguin's septentrional
counterpart
47. Spy org.
48. Foosball and billiards
place?
56. Healing plants
57. Rip apart
58. Construction beam
60. Sumptuous meal
61. Art Deco artist
62. It may be happy
63. Schoolbooks
64. Clairvoyant
65. Electric fish
Down
1. Can ___ now?
2. Makes brown
3. Singer Laine
4. Briefcase closer

5. Observe
6. Emerge
7. Low-cal
8. Farming prefix
9. Essential parts
10. "Waiting for Lefty"
dramatist
11. Polo of "Meet the Parents"
12. Canadian gas brand
13. Anna of "Nana"
21. Shout of exultation
22. Summit
25. Small jazz band
26. Zones
27. Name
28. Division of a school year
29. Contradict
30. Actress McClurg
31. Salt water

32. Tears down
33. Like marshes
35. Choir attire
36. Are you ___ out?
38. Lively Bohemian dance
39. Shed ___
44. Hotel patrons
45. Hamper
46. Give it ___!
47. Type of artist's crayon
48. Floating platform
49. Gen. Robert ___
50. Sweet-talk
51. Very, in Versailles
52. Able was ___...
53. Will-___-wisp
54. Clarinet cousin
55. Handle roughly
59. Monopoly quartet: Abbr.

See last month’s crossword puzzle solu�on on page 3
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~Continued from page 7
Roosevelt Cottages RV Park
A resident asked what the project by the IGA is. Randy 

said it is The Roosevelt Cottages RV Park. He said there 
will be 135 spaces and the pads should be poured in the 
next few months. The resident asked where the RV park 
would be getting their water. Randy said that they drilled 
a well and would also be utilizing the water company. 
Chief Stoltenberg interjected that his department is in 
negotiations with the RV park to have a �ire pump and 
additional standpipes installed.
Gila County Library
Elaine Vortuba, Gila 

County Librarian came 
forward and let residents 
know that the library is a 
terri�ic resource and that it is 
available for residents to 
utilize. A resident asked why DVD’s couldn’t be ordered 
from other county libraries to Tonto Basin. Elaine said 
that DVD’s are the only item that  can’t be transferred 
from one library to another as they are small and easily 
damaged or lost. 

Gila County Public Works Rural 
Addressing
Homero Vela, Gila County Public 

Works Director took the �loor and 
explained the process for 
obtaining an address on vacant 
land. He presented a handout 
detailing the process and let 
residents know if they would like 

more information to contact Tom Homan in Rural 
Addressing. Homero then said that 2024 would be a 
great year in Public Works. There are currently over $50 
million dollars in projects within Gila County. They are 
funded by both state and federal monies. He said that the 
Walnut Springs project is being funded by the state and 
that the bridge is being federally funded. 
A resident then asked Supervisor Humphrey if we could 

invite someone from TDS to the next meeting. A resident 
stated that she had heard that ATT was going to be 
putting up a tower in Tonto Basin. She then thanked 
everyone who participated in the Electric Light Parade 
and said that there had been 35 entries. 
A resident asked if anyone had ever done a study on the 

aquifer in Tonto Basin. Margret Rambo stated that 
Greenback Vista had done a study in the 1990’s. 
A resident asked if we could invite someone to discuss 

becoming a member of search and rescue. 

When is a
 DOOR not a DOOR?

When it’s ajar!

RENT THE CHAMBER

Building Reservations
Our Chamber building is available for event 

rentals. Included in your rental are 8ft tables 
and padded chairs.

If you have any questions, please contact the 
Chamber at 1-833-4TONTOB, then select no 

4 for building rental information.

TO RESERVE YOUR EVENT - Visit https://
www.tontobasinchamber.org/rent-the-

chamber-building



Be Mindful of 
Desert Reptiles 
Emerging in 
Spring

As you revel in the joys of 
spring and spend more time 

outdoors, it's 
essential to be 
aware of the 
presence of 
desert reptiles 

that become 
more active 

during this season. 
While these reptiles play crucial roles in their 
ecosystems, it's important to take precautions to ensure 
both your safety and their well-being. Here are some tips 
to help you coexist with desert reptiles responsibly:
Educate Yourself: Familiarize yourself with the types of 

reptiles that inhabit your area. Research their behaviors, 
preferred habitats, and typical locations. Common desert 
reptiles include lizards, rattlesnakes, gopher snakes, and 
tortoises.
Maintain Distance: When you encounter a desert 

reptile, give it ample space and avoid approaching or 
attempting to touch it. Remember, they are wild animals 
and may perceive human contact as a threat. Admire 
them from a safe distance and allow them to carry on 
with their natural activities.
Watch Your Step: Keep a keen eye on your 

surroundings, especially when hiking or exploring desert 
regions. Many reptiles, particularly snakes, rely on 
camou�lage for protection, making them dif�icult to spot. 
Stick to established trails and avoid tall grass, rocks, and 
other potential hiding spots where reptiles may be 
concealed.
Wear Appropriate Footwear: Protect your feet by 

wearing closed-toe shoes or boots when venturing into 
desert areas. This footwear provides an extra layer of 
defense against accidental encounters with reptiles or 
other hazards.
Secure Trash and Food: Desert reptiles are 

opportunistic and may be attracted to food scraps or 
improperly stored trash. Ensure that your food is 
properly sealed and dispose of waste in designated 
containers to minimize the risk of attracting 

reptiles to your area.
Create a Barrier: If you live in an area where desert 

reptiles are prevalent, consider creating a barrier around 
your property to discourage their entry. This can include 
installing snake-proof fencing or sealing off any gaps or 
openings that may serve as potential access points.
Be Cautious at Night: Many desert reptiles, such as 

snakes, may become more active during the cooler 
evenings of spring. Use caution when moving around at 
night, and carry a �lashlight to illuminate your path and 
make reptiles more visible.
Teach Children about Reptile Safety: Educate children 

about the importance of respecting and appreciating 
desert reptiles from a safe distance. Teach them not to 
touch or disturb these creatures and to alert an adult if 
they encounter one.
If you encounter a desert reptile in a residential area or 

believe there is a potential threat, contact your local 
animal control or a wildlife management agency for 
assistance. Remember, respecting the natural habitat and 
behaviors of desert reptiles is key to coexisting 
harmoniously with these fascinating creatures during 
the spring season and beyond.

Tonto Basin Chamber SWAG

COMING SOON!
through the Chamber website ONLY

www.TontoBasinChamber.org!





9 Republicans, 7 
Democrats qualify for 
Arizona’s 2024 
Presidential Preference 
Election ballot
Sixteen candidates — nine 

Republicans and seven Democrats 
— quali�ied to appear on the ballot 
for Arizona’s 2024 Presidential 
Preference Election.
Here are the presidential hopefuls 

who met the 5 p.m. Monday �iling 
deadline, according to the Arizona 

Secretary of State’s Of�ice:
Republicans
• Asa Hutchinson
• Chris Christie
• David Stuckenberg
• Donald J. Trump
• John Anthony Castro
• Nikki Haley
• Ron DeSantis
• Ryan L. Binkley
• Vivek Ramaswamy

Democrats:
• Dean Phillips
• Frankie Lozada
• Gabriel Cornejo
• Jason Palmer
• Joseph R. Biden Jr.
• Marianne Williamson
• Stephen Lyons

When is Arizona’s 2024 
Presidential Preference Election?
Arizona’s Presidential Preference 

Election (PPE) is set for March 19. 

The eligibility requirements for 
voting in the PPE are different than 
for the primary election, which 
covers all other of�ices and will be 
held Aug. 6.
Voters must be registered as either 

Democrat or Republican to cast a 
ballot in the PPE. The deadline to 
register, or change af�iliation, and be 
eligible to vote in the PPE is Feb. 20.
Unlike in the PPE, independents can 

vote in Arizona’s primary without 
changing their registration status by 
requesting a ballot for the party of 
their choice from their county 
recorder’s of�ice.
Voters can check their registration 

status on the Arizona Secretary of 
State’s Of�ice web 
portal and update 
their information, 
if necessary, at 
Service 
Arizona.

How to Make The 
Original Fantasy Fudge 

Recipe
You do NOT need a candy 

thermometer to make this 
Marshmallow Cream Fudge.
Ingredients
• 3 cups sugar
• 3/4 cup butter
• 2/3 cup evaporated milk
• 2 cups semi chocolate chips 
• 7 oz. jar of Kraft jet puffed 

marshmallow crème
• 1 tsp. vanilla
• ¾ cup Chopped nuts are 

optional

Instructions
Line a 9 inch pan with parchment 

paper. (you can just butter the pan 
also if you wish)
1. Mix sugar, butter, and evaporated 

milk in a large saucepan over 
medium heat. Stir to dissolve 
sugar.

2. Bring the mixture to a full boil, 
stirring constantly for 5 minutes.

3. Remove pan from heat and stir 
in chocolate chips. Continue 
stirring until they are completely 
melted.

4. Add marshmallow creme, vanilla 
and nuts (if desired.)

5. Spread into parchment covered 
pan and let fudge cool.

6. Remove parchment from pan 
onto a �lat surface, then cut fudge 
into small squares to serve.

Can You Freeze Fantasy Fudge?
Yes. One of the great features of 

fudge is the ease of freezing fudge 
for the future.

Nutrition
Serving: 1g | Calories: 495kcal | 
Carbohydrates: 70g | Protein: 3g | Fat: 24g | 
Saturated Fat: 13g | Trans Fat: 1g | 
Cholesterol: 31mg | Sodium: 103mg | 
Potassium: 203mg | Fiber: 3g | Sugar: 62g | 
Vitamin A: 348IU | Vitamin C: 1mg | 
Calcium: 54mg | Iron: 2mg


